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POPULATION 
(Josh McDowell research 2005 and prior) 

 

“BABY NEW YEAR:” 

 

“The life expectancy of a baby born in 2000: a record of 77 years.” 

  

(Reader’s Digest, January from Youthworker, March/April 2002, p11) 

______________________ 

 

“FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION HITS 33 MILLION” 

 

“Census report underscores demographic and socioeconomic trends among Latin Americans, 

Asians, and Europeans.” 

 

“The report pegs the latest foreign-born population at 33.5 million, representing 11.7 percent of 

the U.S. population. Among them, 53.3 percent were born in Latin America, 25 percent is Asia, 

13.7 percent in Europe and the remaining 8 percent in other regions of the world. Interestingly, 

the foreign-born population from Central America (including Mexico) accounted for more than 

two-thirds of the foreign born population from Latin America and more than one-third of the 

total foreign born.” 

 

(“Foreign-Born Population Hits 33 Million,” America Demographics Magazine) 

______________________ 

 

“G.I. JANE?:” 

 

 “Number of years American women have officially been in the armed forces: 101.” 

 

 “Number of uniformed women who are serving in the military: 199,650.” 

 

 “Number of women serving in the highest rank of the military: 31.” 

 

 “Percentage of military make up of women: 15%.” 

 

 “Number of countries that draft women: 1 (Israel).” 

 

 “Percentage of Seventeen readers who think women should be drafted: 42%.” 

 

 “Number of American women who died in the Vietnam war: 7.” 

 

 “Number of women who served in the Gulf War: 41,000.” 

 

 “Number of those who were killed: 13.” 
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 “Number of those who were taken prisoner: 2.” 

 

 “Number of women awarded the Marines Combat Action Ribbon in the Gulf War: 23.” 

 

(Seventeen, March 2002 from Youthworker, March/April 2002, p11) 

______________________ 

 

“HISPANICS HOLD ONTO CULTURE AND CLOUT” 

 

“The U.S. Hispanic population is exploding. There are almost 39 million Hispanic people in the 

United States, including 8 million illegal immigrants.” 

 

“Hispanics equaled 50% of all new U.S. workers in the past 10 years.” 

 

(“Hispanics Hold Onto Culture and Clout,” Current Thoughts and Trends, March 2004, 

www.navpress.com/ctt/print_article.asp?articleID=28395&EM=true)  

______________________ 

 

“POPULATION OVERLOAD” 

 

“Hunger pains.” 

 

“The U.S. population is growing by more than 3 million each year and loses 3 million acres of 

farmland annually. Food and agriculture generate $40 billion a year in export income for the 

United States, but at the present rate, we won’t be exporting food at all by 2025.” 

 

“…about 6 million students in mostly overcrowded California public schools. Of that total, about 

a quarter, or 1.5 million, are students whose primary language is not English.” 

 

“Funding for California students with limited English has tripled since 1986. Federal grants for 

special language programs have more than doubled from $157 million in 1995 to $460 million in 

2002. 

 

(“Population overload,” U.S. News & World Report, October 27, 2003, p54) 

______________________ 

 

“REDUCING WORLD POVERTY” 

 

“Of the world’s 6 billion people, 1.2 billion live on less than $1 a day.  Many agencies adopted a 

goal to reduce extreme poverty by at least half by 2015.  Poverty rate in developing countries:” 

 

1990:  29.0% 

1999:  23.4% 

2015 (goal) 14.5% 

 

(USA Today, February 21/Youthworker, May/June 2002, p11) 

http://www.navpress.com/ctt/print_article.asp?articleID=28395&EM=true
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______________________ 

 

“WORLD HUNGER ON THE RISE AGAIN” 

 

“Every year, about 6 million children under the age of 5 die as a result of hunger and 

malnutrition, says a U.N. study released Tuesday.” 

 

(The 2002 report on world hunger by the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization, 

Los Angeles Times, October 16, 2002, A4) 

______________________ 

 

“WORLD POPULATION:  MORE THAN JUST NUMBERS” 

 

“People are living longer than ever before.  There have never been so many young people.  And 

nearly all of the growth is occurring in the less developed countries.  Currently, 82 million 

people are being added every year in less developed countries, compare with about 1.5 million in 

more developed countries.  While the less developed countries will keep growing, the more 

developed countries may only grow slowly or not at all.” 

 

“Growth Rates.”  

 

“The population growth rate for less developed countries peaked during the 1960s, at about 2 

percent annually, and has declined since.  The population total for less developed countries rose 

from 1.7 billion to 4.7 billion between 1950 and 1998.  Even though the growth rate has been 

declining, absolute numbers of people in these countries continue to increase because of 

‘population momentum’—there are record numbers of young people reaching childbearing age, 

about 1 billion in the late 1990s.” 

 

“There Have Never Been As Many People On Earth As There Are Now.” 
 

“By 1800 (nearly all of human history), world population reached its first billion.  The 19th 

century saw a surge in population growth, primarily in the more developed countries.  Total 

world population was nearly 1.7 billion by the beginning of the 20th century and reached 2 

billion within the next 30 years.  The third billion was added in 1960, with the fourth billion 

added only 14 years later in 1974.  General reductions in death rates after 1950 led to explosive 

population growth in many less developed countries.  The birth rate remained high and the rate 

of natural increase (more births than deaths) shot to new highs.  In fact, population growth would 

have been even higher if birth rates had not started to fall in less developed countries.  In 13 

years, the fifth billion was added, in 1987.  Today’s historic number of 6 billion people 

represents the most rapid increase ever—a billion more people added in only 12 years.” 
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"World Population: Number of Years to Add Each Billion" 

  

1st billion  

2nd billion  

3rd billion                   30 years (1960) 

4th billion                   14 years (1974) 

5th billion                   13 years (1987) 

6th billion                   12 years (1999) 

7th billion                   14 years (2013) 

8th billion                   15 years (2028) 

9th billion                   26 years (2054) 

 

(Sources:  First and second billion: PRB.  Third through ninth billion: UN. World Population 

Prospects 1993 Revision.) 

 

“There Have Never Been So Many Young People.”  

 

“The number of people under age 25 has more than doubled since the 1950s:  from 1.3 billion to 

2.9 billion in 2000.” 

 

“In 1990, over one-half of the world’s population was under age 25.  Of these, about 1 billion 

were between the ages of 15 and 24, the ages at which most young people begin childbearing.” 

 

“People Are Increasingly On The Move.”  

 

“International migration is at an all-time high.  About 145 million people lived outside their 

native countries in the mid-1990s, and the number is increasing by anywhere from 2 million to 4 

million each year.” 

 

“Regional Trends in Urbanization. The world is becoming increasingly urban.  By 2005, half of 

the world’s population is expected to live in urban areas.  Typically, the population living in 

towns of 2,000 or more, or in national and provincial capitals, is classified as urban.” 

 

“The world’s regions differ greatly in their levels of urbanization.  In more developed regions 

and in Latin America and the Caribbean, more than 70 percent of the population is urban; but in 

Africa and Asia, under one-third of the population is urban.  By 2030, however, the urban 

proportion of these two regions will have exceeded 50 percent.” 

 

“By 2030, more the 75 percent of the world’s population will be living in urban areas.  Over one-

half of urban dwellers worldwide at that time will reside in Asia.” 

 

130 Years (1930) 

All of Human History (1800) 
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(Population Reference Bureau, Washington, DC, © 1999) 

______________________ 

 

 


